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Spring Creek Canyon Nature Reserve
• Protection and restoration of outstanding
   riparian and upland natural resources is to be 
   the dominant value for all management policies
• Enhanced public access is key to generating 
  broad support for protection and restoration.
• Access must be controlled to protect natural 
   resources and meet both PA Fish and Boat 
  Commission's and State Correctional
  Institute's management needs.
• Historic creekside road could serve as primary
  access route for public recreation and for 
  public safety and maintenance.
• Access to fragile cliffs and forested steep
  slopes highly constrained to well constructed
  paths and overlooks only.

Spring Creek Conservation Zone
Special riparian zone management
program for private landowners to assist 
in streambank revegetation
and stream buffer maintenance
without public access requrement.

Enhanced Public Access
Recreational path connections on public lands 
could link Spring Creek Canyon and other open 
space to Bellefonte and Milesburg. Canyon rim 
loop trail affords scenic vistas and access to
historic areas and fragile limestone cliffs. Care
must be taken to minimize disturbance and control
access by pedestrians and bicycles.

Potential public access and interpration
of historical resources at Benner Family 
Cemetary and Mansion sites. Care must 
be exercised to avoiddisturbing fragile steep 
slopes and scenic cliffs.

Rock Historical Area

To Fisherman's Paradise and Bellefonte

Proposed Route 26 ByPass Crossing 
Parkway design standards should apply to minimize 
disturbance to existing natural and scenic areas. Bridge 
crossing of Spring Creek should be elevated to avoid
scenic and environmental impacts upon creek.Stormwater
management of roadway runoff must not impact Spring 
Creek or regional aquifer recharge area. Roadway right-
of-way should be designed to provide recreational access 
connections from Big Hollow to Spring Creek Canyon. 
Right-of-way vegetation should consist of only native plant 
communities to ecologically connect these natural areas.

The Rock - Gateway to Spring Creek 
CanyonPublic access to Spring Creek Canyon can be
controlled and oriented at this important scenic 
and historic area. Subject to cooperation with
Rockview S.C. I. and PA Fish and Boat 
Commission. Care must be taken to protect
fragile ecological and scenic resources.

Scenic Canyon Rim

Rockview S.C.I. - Conservation Partner
Spring Creek Canyon's preservation is 
owed to Rockview S.C.I. ownership since
1925. Future decisions on enhanced public 
access, conservation, and management 
must include and respect Rockview S.C.I. 
prerogatives in this important location and 
throughout.

Spring Creek Canyon - Natural Heritage Inventory 
SiteOutstanding assemblage of natural, scenic, and 
historic resources - best in Centre County, maybe
in all of Central PA. Protected for 50 years by 
State Correctional Institute's ownership. Public 
access limited to pedestrians and only upon 
some
streambanks and few uppland areas.

S.C.I. access to orchard
and water storage facilties.

Existing pedestrian path

Benner Springs Hatchery
PA  Fish and Boat Commission facility located 
on land leased from Rockview S.C.I.  
Key fisheries research and fish culture station,
important to the regional economy, depends 
upon clean, cold water of Spring Creek and its
associated groundwater aquifers. 
Allows limited public access.

Outstanding Native Forest
Mature oak/pine forest rare and seldom
found next to stream. Important habitat 
area and stream conservation zone.

Rock Road
Old, winding, local road now 
carries commutertraffic and 
is inadequate and unsafe 
for recreational use.

Benner Spring
Important limestone spring of 
historic significance supplies
pure, cold water essential to
Spring Creek aquatic habitats
and hatchery operations.

U.A.J.A. Pollution Control Facility
Important facility protects Spring Creek from sewage 
pollution. Future expansion and operations may be 
affected by regulations protecting the high quality, cold 
water fishery oof the creek. Public access limited.

No Public Access
Private ownership restricts public
recreational access to the stream.

Outstanding views of Nittany Valley

Route 26 ByPass Highway
PennDot preferred alternative alignment could
sever southern part of Spring Creek Canyon from
Big Hollow and other adjacent natural areas.
Highway construction could destroy existing natural 
and scenic resources and pollute Spring Creek 
with highway runoff. However, if taken into serious
consideration, highway design could minimize 
disturbance of natural and scenic values and actually
enhance public access from State College and the 
connectivity of natural areas in the region.

The Rock
Scenic limestone cliffs towering above 
Spring Creek provided Phillip Benner
with the name for his forge (17??) and 
associated town. Now comprises rare 
habitat and is a local landmark.

Rock Historic Area
Area includes remnants of Rock Forge,
Benner Family Mansion, and associated
roads, walls and other structures.

Benner Family Cemetary   

Rockview S.C.I. roadway provides limited 
public access to Benner Spring Hatchery 
during working hours only.

Scenic limestone cliffs and caves
contain important rare habitats

Scenic open meadows with
copses of large oaks and lindens.

Scenic limestone cliffs and caves
contain important rare habitats

Rockview State Correctional Institute Access Road
Key access rooute for institute to water facilities, orchard,
and other important areas. Only existing roadway which
crosses Spring Creek Canyon. Public access not permitted
on this roadway or in this section of the Canyon.
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Recommendations Summary  
• Establish Spring Creek Canyon Nature Reserve -
  Crown Jewel of Region's Natural Areas

• Create Southern Gateway at Rock for Public Access
   to Spring Creek Canyon

• Recreational Path Linkage to State College Area Via 
  Big Hollow and to Bellefonte Via Spring Creek Canyon

• Spring Creek Conservation Zone for Private Lands

• Proposed Route 26 Bypass should have parkway  
  design standards to minimize disturbance, enhance
  scenic beauty and connect, not sever, ecological
  areas and recreational access.

Analysis Legend  

Degraded Stream Bank — 
Lacks Vegetated Cover

Public ownership — 
Accessible

Public ownership — 
Limited Access

Important Forest

Scenic Area

Important 
Wetlands

Existing Pedestrian Access

No Pedestrian Access

Area of Historic Importance

Cliff

Significant View

• Spring Creek Canyon (South) - Most outstanding  Natural and
  Scenic Area in Centre County.  

• Public Access Conflict with State Correctional Institute's
  Management Needs.

• PA Fish and Boat Commission's Benner Springs Hatchery 
  Offers Controlled  Public Access.

•  Important Historic Resources at Rock and Benner Cemetary.

• Public Access from State College Area Severely Limited by
  Inadequate Public Roads and Private Ownership of Stream.

• Proposed Route 26 ByPass Highway Threatens to Severe
  Spring Creek Canyon from Other Natural Areas and Severely 
  Damage Natural and Scenic Resources.

Analysis Summary  
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The Spring Creek Corridor Study
The ClearWater Conservancy Penn State   •   Department of Landscape Architecture

Corridor Inventory:
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