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Benner Township Planning Commission 
June 25, 2020 

 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Benner Township Planning Commission was called to order at 
7:00 p.m. by the Chairman, Willis Houser with members Randy Moyer, Lynn Chaplin, Judson Mantz, Rick 
Weaver and Lee Copper (via phone) present.  Also in attendance were Larry Lingle, David Wise, Rodney 
Beard and Sharon Royer. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of May 28, 2020, were presented to the Board for their review and comments.  Mr. Houser 
questioned if anyone had any comments, corrections or additions to the minutes.  Being none, Mr. 
Houser moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Moyer seconded the motion. 
Vote:  Mr. Moyer – yes  Mr. Mantz – yes Ms. Chaplin – yes       Mr. Weaver – yes 
Mr. Copper – yes  Mr. Houser – yes 
 
PERSONS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD 
No one was present. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Nittany Express Land Development Plan:  The Final Land Development Plan for Nittany Express was 
presented.  It was noted that the Planning Commission originally saw this project some time ago.  This 
plan consists of a building to house the Nittany Express taxi cab service and a parking lot to house extra 
parking for the car rental businesses at the airport.  The project is located off of High Tech Road.  The 
project is nearing completion and should be ready to occupy shortly.   Mr. Houser moved to approve the 
Nittany Express Land Development Plan as presented.  Mr. Moyer seconded the motion. 
Vote:  Mr. Moyer – yes  Mr. Mantz – yes Ms. Chaplin – yes       Mr. Weaver – yes 
Mr. Copper – yes  Mr. Houser – yes 
 
Zoning Ordinance:  Mr. Wise noted that he has reviewed all of the comments that the Township has 
received on the March 2020 draft of the Zoning Ordinance.  It was decided that each letter would be 
gone over with discussion to take place on where the group warranted discussion. 
 
Spring Township –  
*Mr. Beard is to look at the R2 chart but the group believes that the chart is how they wanted it. 
*Mr. Beard is to look into the definitions regarding power generation facilities and make sure that the 
definition and wording is consistent.   Also add oil, gas, other methods and make sure that the master 
use table is consistent with the definitions. 
 
College Township – 
*The group agreed to label the adjacent municipalities on the map. 
*Agricultural Zoning – The group noted that the purpose statement could be amended to state 
“whenever possible” that prime agricultural soils would be preserved. 
*Signs:  The Board noted that they want Mr. Beard to double check the sign regulations to make sure 
that no large lighted flashy billboard signs are permitted. 
 
Centre County –  
*The group asked that Mr. Beard recheck the document for word consistency throughout the 
document.  It was decided that even through there was a special section in the ordinance that discusses 
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the term “Zoning Officer and Zoning Hearing Board” that they would be included into the definition 
section as well. 
*Spring Creek Canyon Overlay area.  It was noted that Mr. Franson has provided a map to be included in 
the Zoning Ordinance. 
*Article 9 – Mr. Beard is going to do some research to make sure that this is consistent with the MPC. 
*Article 13 – Mr. Beard is going to review to make sure that this section also is consistent and that the 
wording is correct and makes sense.   
*It was noted that most of county’s other comments deals with consistency and wording that Mr. Beard 
will go through the remainder of the document and note the corrections as needed. 
 
Sierra Club/David Roberts –  
It was noted that the comments in both of these letters are related to the Spring Creek Canyon Overlay 
with each of them expressing the desire to have the secondary zone be reinstated.  The group noted 
that they have gone over this extensively with the Township Engineer and that it has been decided the 
there will only be a primary zone. 
 
Mr. Wise noted that he would meet with Mr. Beard to review and make the changes that were 
discussed tonight.  Mr. Beard noted that he didn’t feel that any of the changes that were discussed 
tonight would be substantial that would warrant another redistribution to the surrounding 
municipalities and county for review.  Mr. Moyer asked that a copy be made showing all of the changes 
for an easier final review before acceptance of the changes and subsequent adoption. 
 
ADJOURMENT 
Being nothing further, Mr. Houser made a motion to adjourn the meeting the time being 8:20 p.m.   Mr. 
Moyer seconded the motion. 
Vote:  Mr. Moyer – yes  Mr. Mantz – yes Ms. Chaplin – yes       Mr. Weaver – yes 
Mr. Copper – yes  Mr. Houser – yes 
 
 
 
       _________________________________   
       Sharon Royer, Recording Secretary 
 


